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Laureled and hardy

Off-Off Broadway makes room for yet another theater award

8y Raven Snook

ou've heard of the Tonys,

but whst atout the Drama

Dashk Anoros? Perhaps.
The OBIES? Visgguely. The
QOBRS? Wail. sren't they the
OBIES? Actually, those last two
are presanied by The Vilage
Wovce and the online O OFf
Brosowsy Revew, respectively.
Let's pun asice the other laurels
distributed annually by the New
York Drama Critics Circle, the
Quter Critics Circle and the
Lucille Lorisd Foundation. Snoce
Myrad thester awards vie for
the spotight each year, it meght
Seam M pure egotsm to aod
another 1o an already glutted
stage. But three young upstarts
have not only lsunched & new
NONProfit swercs organizalion-
e New York Innovative Theatre
INYIT) Awar s, which calebrates
Ofr-0¢f Broadway—they also
hope to bring the farlung
SCONE IOPEINSr Vil the Internet
By NYIT's egtmate, thame e
sppraximately 40,000 artists
ourrently working Off
Off Broadway, “Our website
helps CONNECE the peopde in
the community as well as bnng
recognition 1o heir greal work,”
s58ys NYIT colounder Shey
Gings, & performer and produces
with 8 long history in 99-semt
VONDEs, "I's Bhe B community
canter onling,”

Unlike other awiros
organizations, NYIT has no
nommating committes, Instead,
all productions that mest
certain critena (& minkmum of

EVERYONE LOVES A WINNER Jason Bowostt, Skay Gines and Nick Micoxz,
from left, search for shows to haner with the beand-new NYIT Awards.

eght perfarmances, budget
under 540,000, ¢tc.) can
submit themselves for
adjudcation, The process s
free and completed onling,

the one stipulation baing that
every registrant must oesignate
somenna from 45 craative team
to jain the NYIT Awards judging
pool. That means the juoged
will also get & chance 1o |wdge
“Every show will be seen by
three Judges, each judge
regresanting 2% percent of the
tutal score, with the audience
comprising the last quarter,”
Gines explains. And while the
methot may sound dizzying,
Gires is conddent about Its
egaitarionsm. “We've been
developing this for yaars,” she
says. "We even consulted with
mathematicians to make sure
we were doung It right,”

Curreniily, only shows mounted
" Manbattan can compete, but
Gings and her coborts——actars
Jason Boweutt and Nick
Micozsi—fave b plans for ther
itle company, mciuding
xpanding covesage ta & free
Doroughs next season and
producing thesr first awards show
in September 2005, For now.
Poweyer, they ne just trying to
2e1 the word out to the theater
community they ave. “| have
worked regionaly and on TV, but
| k@ep comirg beck to OFfOff
Broadway,” Bowoul! says. “R's
e place Lo be risky, and one of
he last places where you can
S0 TRil." Hare's hoping that NY(T
won't end up &S one of thuse
casuanes

For more information, visit
www,nyitawnrds. com.



